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THE DYE BILL SITUATION 

Congress will be back in harness within a few days after this 
letter is published and during the short session which will end 
the life of the present Congress in March, it will be determined 
whether or not the dye industry is to be given protection to sup- 
plant the temporary barrier now in place, without a delay of 
several months. 

Except for slowing up investments in new, and enlargement 
of old plants, delay in enactment of legislation to protect the 
industry has had little effect up to this time, because during the 
continuation of the technical state of war with Germany, i t  
was possible to continue the protection afforded the industry 
under the war legislation empowering the War Trade Board to 
restrict imports. Ending of this technical state of war, however, 
is a prospect of the next few months. Peace will be brought 
about in some fashion in the early days of the new Republican 
administration, if not before, and with peace will come also a 
conclusion to the existing measures protecting the industry 
from foreign competition. 

Unless action is taken during the session of Congress beginning 
in December, the dye bill will lose its parliamentary status and 
even if immediately reintroduced in the next Congress will have 
to go through the legislative mill, to the House Committee on 
Ways and Means, thence to the House; from there to the Senate 
Finance Committee and back again to the Senate where it is 
a t  present. Congress will be under pressure to expedite many 
important measures involving the whole country immediately 
it convenes in the extra session which it is expected will be 
called by President-elect Harding when he assumes the chair of 
the Chief Executive of the nation. There will be many measures 
which their supporters will urge as more important to the entire 
nation than the dye bill, and the latter measure may go over 
until revision of the tariff law is taken up. In that event delay 
in enactment of legislation protecting the industry will certainly 
be more than a few months. 

Opponents of the dye bill have not very materially changed 
their position since the end of the last session of Congress. 
Senator Moses of New Hampshire, who recently returned to  
Washington, declared his position unchanged. He personally 
was not opposed to action on the dye bill at the short session 
of Congress, provided it was amended along the lines provided 
for in his amendments. He is still opposed to the dye bill 
as it was reported from the Finance Committee and will continue 
to fight against its enactment, he said. There existed among 
members of the Senate, he continued, a disposition to let the 
measure go over until general revision of the tariff law is under- 
taken by the next Congress. 

There is no doubt but that Senator Moses is correct in saying 
that there exists such a disposition among members of the 
Senate, although how strong that disposition is and how many 
members are so inclined cannot be ascertained until a greater 
number of them return from their homes a few days before the 
convening of Congress in December. Those observers who have 
-been inclined to doubt the possibility of passage of the dye bill 
as reported from the committee are inclined to the belief that 
the bill will go over for consideration by the next Congress. 
The attitude of Senators Penrose, Smoot, Lodge, and Watson 
will have an important bearing. 

Senator Moses, continuing his vigorous fight against the 
measure, recently held a conference with Senator Lodge a t  the 
latter’s home on his way to Washington, but did not obtain 
from the Massachusetts senator an expression of belief that 
action should be delayed. 

Another factor in the situation which is not to be overlooked 
will be the attitude of Senator Harding. The President-elect 
will certainly have a great influence upon the course of the 
Senate. It is to be noted that Senator Frelinghuysen of New 
Jersey is one of the three members of the Senate who are accom- 
panying Senator Harding on his vavation trip. The New Jersey 
senator is one of the most earnest supporters of the dye bill. 

There seems little doubt but that efforts will be made to pass 
the measure through the Senate a t  the coming session, and also 
that there will be strong opposition from those senators who 
have already placed themselves in that position. So far as 
known here, the situation as to  the numerical strength of the 
supporters is unchanged, and the question still is, whether or 
not those in charge of the measuie can be persuaded of the im- 
portance of pressing it to a vote. 

WOOD CHEMICAL IXDUSTRY CONFERENCES 

Commissioner Edward P. Costigan and C. R. DeLong, of 
the chemical staff of the Tariff Commission, will represent that 
body a t  conferences with representatives of the wood chemical 
industry which will be held a t  Detroit, hlich., on December 7, 
and a t  Buffalo, N. Y.,  on December 9. The conferences in both 
cities will be held in connection with a preliminary survey of the 
industry which has been prepared by the Commission, a tenta- 
tive draft of which has already been sent to a limited number of 
manufacturers for criticism and suggestions. 

In  the letter of announcement t o  manufacturers it was stated 
that “the Commission now desires to hold a conference with 
representatives of the industry to discuss with them, somewhat 
informally, the competitive conditions in the industry and the 
advisability of further investigation before completing our report 
for Congress.” Subjects which it is especially desired to discuss 
a t  the conferences include competition from Canadian products; 
domestic competition from fermentation acetone; relation of the 
export market to the industry in 1920; relation of prices of ace- 
tate of lime and methanol, in 1919 and 1920; and the effect of the 
cessation of war on the industry. 

While the survey of the commission will be completed, of 
course, it is probable that it will not be published for public 
distribution unless Congress desires to have the information 
contained in it for its use in considering tariff action in connec- 
tion with the industry. A bill providing for the levying of duties 
upon products of the industry was introduced in the House during 
last session but has not received consideration from the Ways 
and Means Committee. 

Development in Canada of the process for the manufacture of 
acetic acid from calcium carbide to supply acetone, a solvent 
in the manufacture of cordite, which was perfected during the 
war, has led the Commission to the belief that some examination 
should be made as to the possible competition domestic manu- 
facturers are to expect from this source. 

The process for the production of acetone by fermenting corn 
will also be inquired into during the conference, to determine what 
effect the competition from this source will have upon the in- 
dustry. This process was developed in the United States a t  
Terre Haute, Ind., during the war. 

Prior to the war the industry exported 40 per cent of its pro- 
duction of acetate of lime, exports amounting to 75,000,ooo lbs. 
During the war the increased demand for munitions in this 
country brought about a decrease in exports, which reached a low 
point of 12,000,ooo lbs, from which point they have climbed 
again until they amounted to approximately 30,000,000 Ibs. 
in 1920. 

While production figures are not available, these undoubtedly 
have climbed so that the exports for last year were not nearly 
the important portion of total production they were prior to 
the war. Munitions demands also brought about development 
of the wood chemical industry in other countries. This is so 
of Japan, which had none prior to the war. Outside of the 
United States, Austria-Hungary is the largest producing country 
in the world. All of these questions are linked up in the condi- 
tions affecting the domestic industry, since the end of hostilities. 
It is believed that adequate information can be obtained from 
the conferences with the manufacturers by the Commission to 
make unnecessary any further exhaustive investigation into the 
industry a t  the present time. 

RESIGNATION OF DR. C. 0. JOHNS 

Dr. C. 0. Johns, chief of the color and protein laboratories of 
the Bureau of Chemistry of the Department of Agriculture, 
has resigned to accept the offer made him by the Standard Oil 
Company of New Jersey, to be director of the research laboratory 
of the company. Dr. Johns has been connected with the Bureau 
for nearly six years. During the last year he has been in charge 
of the investigational plant of the Department on the experi- 
mental farm a t  Arlington, Va. 

Dr. Johns delivered his farewell address a t  a meeting of the 
Washington chemists held last night a t  the Cosmos Club here, 
a t  which Dr. Atherton Seidell, vitamines :xpert of the United 
States Public Health Service, discussed Chemistry of Vita- 
mines” in the principal address of the meeting. Dr. William 
Blum, of the Bureau of Standards, was elected president of the‘ 
society for the ensuing year beginning in January; J. B. Reed 
of the Bureau of Chemistry was reelected secretary; and Dr. 


